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Argument• What is a TSOC’s role in disrupting or delaying an the acquisition 
of a nuclear weapon by an adversarial state actor in a steady-state 
environment?
• Nuclear weapons have returned to the forefront of international 
security issues, and has done so at a time when SOCOM is finding 
its footing as the new DOD lead coordinator for CWMD
• TSOCs possess tremendous capabilities today, but their mission as 
it relates to CWMD has changed little since it was first assigned. 
Conversely, the proliferation threat has changed drastically.  As 
such, TSOCs’ role in counterproliferation requires reevaluation so 
that they match today’s threat and complement the USG effort
• TSOCs foster a certain culture and their assigned SOF have 
developed several tangible skills and tacit knowledge that if 
applied directly to the counterproliferation problem set, could 
prove effective
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Results
• The findings were that TSOCs must:
‒ Reorganize to a CP mission-oriented structure
‒ Collaborate with the Interagency
‒ Leverage the skills honed over the past 17 years of war
‒ Advocate for formal education of its personnel on CP issues
• The findings suggest that the TSOCs must be bolstered through 
funding, manning (with the right education), and interagency 
counterproliferation subject matter experts, so that its can 
better complement the greater USG CP effort through means of 
intelligence collection, Preparation of the Environment, and 
leveraging the SOCFWDs
• These findings were supportive of the hypothesis which was 
largely intuitive, based on collective previous SOF experience
The “So What” Next Steps
• Is there a viable model that better integrates DoD and IA planning 
for and conducting counterproliferation missions?
• How does a TSOC restructure itself to be mission-oriented and 
integrate IA subject matter experts within its forces?
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Research design
• Given the culture of a TSOC and the capabilities that reside 
within it, there is an intelligence role that it can take to 
contribute to the greater USG counterproliferation effort
• This thesis utilized academic and professional literature to 
analyze and develop a theoretical role for the target unit.  It 
then applied the theoretical TSOC to a fictional scenario to 
present the potential effectiveness of the TSOC against a 
real-world adversarial state actor
• This thesis argues how TSOCs can leverage their assets to 
effectively contribute to countering a nuclear weapon 
proliferation threat posed by an adversarial nation, at a time 
when SOCOM has taken lead as synchronizer of all DoD 
CWMD efforts
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